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Welcome back to the winter learning term.
I hope that everyone had a fantastic holiday
season with much merriment, relaxation
and rejuvenation. Thank you to all the
parents, community members and staff
who helped with our Christmas Hampers
and Festive Feast– we certainly could not
have done these events without the
support of so many. Thanks to Mrs. Hill’s
grade 3 class for donating over 200 items of
pet related items that were donated to the
Lakefield Animal Welfare Society.
We welcome Ms. Moncrieff to the
Norwood team. She will be teaching the
grade 5 class until Mr. Leeder’s return. We
also welcome Ms. Palmer as the
permanent ECE in our kindergarten with
Ms. Douglas
It has been noticed that students have
been quite physical toward one another
(this year in particular). Students are
quickly reacting to one another with a
physical push, kick or punch before even
assessing what happened or
communicating with the others involved.
Conversely students may bump, crash or
come in contact with another student and
then quickly run off without saying
anything (I’m sorry. Are you OK?). We are
encouraging students to keep hands (and
feet) off others and finding more
appropriate ways to solve problems. Please
discuss with your child(ren) appropriate
problem solving techniques that are
acceptable within both the school and
society.










Talk to those involved to find out
what happened
Compromise
Ignore
Walk away
Seek advice from a trusted adult
Inform a teacher of the problem
Walk toward a teacher
Let an issue rest rather than
gathering reinforcements,
spreading rumours (in person or
on social media)

During the winter season, appropriate
clothing is necessary for outside play.
Winter jackets, snow pants, hats and mitts
are all valuable items that help keep our
students warm and dry as they play in the
snow during their recesses. If students are
not wearing these items for recess, they
risk spending the remainder of the day in
cold, wet clothing. Parents may also wish to
send extra socks and mitts. If families are
unable to purchase such items, please let
the school administration know. Also
please check out the children’s clothing and
winter wear at Community Care to find the
necessary items for winter fun.
You can always check out the Weather
Network’s website to see how to dress for
the weather:
http://www.theweathernetwork.com/fore
casts/schoolday/canada/ontario/norwood-districtpublic-school

Christmas Pet Drive
Mrs. Hill's class would like to thank all of
the students and their families who were
able to help us in another successful Pet
Drive. We were able to collect 360
items. We appreciate you helping us to beat
last year's total of 200. There will be many
thankful pets at the Peterborough Humane
Society and Lakefield Animal Welfare
Society. Check out the LAWS Facebook page
to see the NDPS contributions.

After-School Free Skating Club
Strap on your skates and come out to the
Norwood Arena every other Tuesday from
4-5pm for some non-competitive ice-time
courtesy of our local businesses and
community partners! A free program for all
school-aged children in Norwood. This
month’s dates are Tuesday January 15th
and Tuesday January 29th. Some skates are
available for loan for those who need them.
Contact Lindsay with questions or if you
have skates to donate at
taylor.truthworks@gmail.com.
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Festive Feast

We are all Mathematicians

Norwood Public School's annual
Festive Feast was held the week before
Christmas with all students and staff
enjoying a complete holiday meal of
ham, potatoes, corn, stuffing, buns and
gingerbread cookies; all at absolutely
no cost. The meal was funded through
the amazing families, and businesses
within the Asphodel-Norwood
community. The School Council
organizes the event each year,
however it would not happen without
the extraordinary parent volunteers;
who prepped, cooked, decorated and
cleaned. Special thanks to Katelyn
Webb for spearheading this year’s
feast!

Building Computational Fluency Part 2

The 50 pounds plus of ham was
donated, cooked, sliced and delivered
by Hilts Butcher Shop, Oakland Greens
golf and country Club also contributed
food for the meal as well as provided
all pots, pans and serving dishes.
The Plumpton family donated 30
pounds of corn. Wrap it Up 'N Go
donated all of the potatoes, Outpost
packaging donated the stuffing.
Numerous other businesses including
J. J. Stewart Motors, Norwood
Foodland, Norwood Lions Club, Lynn's
Flowers and Ready and Reliable
Laundromat all made donations to
cover the costs of any extras that were
needed. The generosity of the "friendly
town" never fails to come through. For
dessert Santa himself dropped by to
give each student a beautifully
decorated gingerbread cookie.
Delaney's Custom Catering donated
over 300 of them.

As you recall from December’s Norwood
News, Computational fluency means more
than quickly producing correct answers. It
requires conceptual understanding and is
exhibited through efficiency, accuracy, and
flexibility. We need to give students many
opportunities to construct relationships
among numbers to make sense of basic
facts and be able to retrieve them.

Students who attain fluency with basic
math facts have far fewer obstacles to
building higher-order mathematical skills.
Cognitive research indicates that math
problem solving occurs in the working
memory, which is able to process only a
few calculations at a time. A student who
cannot fluently grasp the first steps of a
multistep problem may not be able to solve
the problem simply because he or she isn’t
able to hold the required number of
calculations in their working memory. We
want students to know math facts much
like they recognize sight words in
reading—automatically, without thinking
about them. Mathematically fluent students
are not only able to provide correct
answers quickly but also to use facts and
computation strategies they know to
efficiently determine answers that they do
not know.
How can we support children in becoming
fluent?
As with much of mathematics, the key to
fluency is in making connections, and
making them at the right time in a child’s
learning.
Manipulatives
We learn by moving from the concrete to
the abstract. Manipulatives are useful to
help students learn. These include pattern
blocks, rulers, cubes, relational rods.
However the meaning isn’t in the
manipulatives themselves – it has to be
constructed by children over a period of
time, through playing around with them
and connecting them directly to mental and
recorded calculation.
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Talking about their work
It is often said that you can't do math
unless you talk math. But the quality of the
talk is important. It is not simply children
sharing how they did a particular
calculation, but describing why and how it
worked, and how their method is the same
or different to those of others. In other
words, giving children opportunities to use
those higher-level skills of comparing,
explaining and justifying. Math professor
Susan Russell says ‘The reason that one
problem can be solved in multiple ways is
that mathematics does not consist of
isolated rules, but connected ideas. Being
able to solve a problem in more than one
way, therefore, reveals the ability and the
predilection to make connections between
and among mathematical areas and topics'.

Consolidation in meaningful contexts
By offering children practice in context we
help them to make links between the types
of situations that a particular strategy
might suit. Russell calls this mathematical
memory, which is different from just
memorizing. She says that important
mathematical procedures cannot be
"forgotten over the summer" because they
are based in a web of connected ideas
about fundamental mathematical
relationships.
ERICH – web article
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Monthly Character Trait:

Optimism

Character Trait of the Month
Integrity

Integrity Learning Goal

*We are learning that we have a
standard of what is moral or right in our
personal lives and in society.

Integrity Success Criteria

*I behave in an ethical and honourable
manner even when no one else is
around.
*I am genuine, in that my actions
consistently match my words.
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School Cash Online – Give it a Try!
Remember that you can pay for many things
online at any time – 24/7. These include:

field trips
hot lunch (wraps, pizzas)

milk
To access online payments, parents can
enroll at
https://kprdsb.schoolcashonline.com;
it takes less than five minutes.
Registered parents can see their
payment history, print receipts, and
receive email notifications whenever
new student fees are posted for their
child.
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Visitors/Pick Up and Drop Off
When you arrive at Norwood District,
all visitors are to begin their visit at the
office. If students are late, please sign
them in. If you are staying to volunteer
or for an extended visit, everyone is
expected to sign in. In the event of an
emergency, we will know who is in our
building.
Parents are requested to not gather in
the hallways during the beginning and
ending of the day. Rather, please wait
at the designated areas outside.
Remember our day ends at 3:15 and it
is hoped that you can wait to pick your
child up until then. However, if you
require your child earlier than the
dismissal bell, please let Mrs. Nelson
know and she will call your child to the
office. We ask that you do not go to
the class as the interruptions often
disrupt the learning in the
classroom. Thank you to all our school
community members as we continue to
implement ways to make our school
safe.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
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3

4

5

6

7 Pizza Day

8

9

10
Wrap Day

11

12

13

14 Pizza Day

15

16

17
Wrap Day

18

19

20

21 Pizza Day

22 School council
Meeting

23

24
Wrap Day

25

26

27

28 Pizza Day

29

30

31
Wrap Day

With Mrs. Hawkes
class

