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School boards across the province are
completing a census with their school
communities in order to better
understand the needs of students and
school communities. The census will
gather demographic data (statistical
information) to help us better
understand the people we serve.
Several school boards have already
completed their first census, while
other
boards, like
KPR, are
completing
it this school
year or next.
And,
because…
Every
Student
Matters
In school boards that have collected
these data, across North America, we
see similar trends in groups of
students that are underserved. In
identifying which groups of students
might be underserved in our board, we
seek to also identify barriers to success

and create conditions such that all
students have the opportunity to be
successful.
Without this data, we would not be
able to identify specific systemic
problems. In the absence of
identification of systemic problems, we
cannot take action. This is how we
describe the benefits of data collection
using the statement No Data, No
Problem, No Action.
Identity-based data attaches specific
demographic markers such as race,
religion, socio-economic status etc. to
student numbers in a way that allows
us to match student achievement with
these demographic markers. Because
of the sensitive nature of these data,
confidentiality is of utmost importance.
No individual data will ever be
reported. Only aggregate, or summary
data, both at the school and board
level, will be reported.
Identity-based data collection happens
in all school boards at the present time
according to sex, Indigeneity,
exceptionalities, and for those whose
first language is not English. In
essence, this census will allow us to
add to these four categories. This type
of data collection helps to enhance our
ability to make evidence-informed

decisions and programming choices. It
also helps us address barriers to
student achievement, and potentially
identify instances of systemic
discrimination. Finally, it allows us to
reflect upon the way we currently
allocate resources to our schools and
potentially adjust our thinking in this
regard.
We are asking parents of Kindergarten
to grade 6 students to complete the
survey online, and paper copies will be
available to those who request it, or
who require translation services. In
grades 7 to 12, students will be asked
to complete the survey online during
class time. Administration of the
student survey will happen in a similar
way to the School Climate Survey.
More details will be available in your
child’s report card envelope, and we
anticipate the administration of the
survey to happen in late February of
2019 and must be completed by March
7, 2019. Please check our Q&A on the
KPR webpage. If you have other
questions, write to us at
census@kprdsb.ca
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We are all Mathematicians



Jennifer Hogan – Scholastic.com
This was shared last year but I thought it
was important enough to share again…





Fractions can be an extremely tricky
concept for many students to understand.
For the first three or four years of

elementary school, most students work
with whole numbers exclusively. Then,
these strange looking things called
fractions are introduced. This abstract
concept can be very hard for some students
to grasp.
Fractions can be defined as “a part of a
whole.” But I always ask my students “a
whole what?” and many times they can’t
answer me because they don’t understand
that fractions are a number, just like whole
numbers. Most of the time, fractions are
introduced by cutting and shading in
pictures or shapes and then naming that
fraction. This concept is important for
understanding equal parts but it doesn’t
support the idea that fractions are
numbers.
The more we can support fraction
understanding at home the bigger an

impact it will have on our children’s
number sense. Asking the right questions
and using the right tools for homework and
practice is essential. Playing fraction games
and making fractions fun will help all
children to not be afraid of and understand
fractions at a deeper level.
Below are some ideas, activities, and games
to play at home to support fraction
understanding and make fractions fun!
Fractions Are Numbers — Help your child
understand that fractions are simply
numbers that fall between whole numbers.
Showing a ruler or measuring tape is a
great example of “parts of a whole.” Getting
children to see the space between whole
numbers is a great first step towards
understanding fractions.
Fraction Vocabulary — Use appropriate
language when talking about fractions to
reinforce math vocabulary:
 Unit Fraction: a fraction with 1 as
the numerator
 Numerator: the top number in a
fraction that shows the number of
parts you have
 Denominator: the bottom number
in a fraction that shows the number
of equal parts
 Proper Fraction: a fraction that is
less than 1
 Improper Fraction: a fraction that is
greater than 1

2

Fractions on a Number Line — Using a
number line is a great tool to
understanding fractions. Always have a
blank number line available for homework
or practice so your child can break the
number line into equal pieces and solve
different problems.
Roll a Fraction — With blank number

lines between 0 and 1 and a die you can
play a fun game to reinforce making equal
parts. Roll the die (or dice and add them to
get bigger numbers) and divide the number
line into that many equal pieces. Then mark
each fractional piece on the number
line. For example, roll a 5 and divide the
number line into 5 equal pieces and then
mark where 1/5, 2/5, 3/5, 4/5 and 5/5 are
on the line. Keep rolling and repeat the
steps. Your child will begin to see which
fractions have bigger pieces and which
have smaller pieces. Use these empty
fraction lines to help.
Fraction War — Using a deck of cards (Ace
through nine) or digit cards play a fun
game of war with fractions. Deal the entire
deck out to each player. Each player turns
over two cards and places the smaller
number as the numerator and the larger
number as the denominator. Each player
reads their fraction out loud — whichever
player has the larger fraction wins that
round and keeps all the cards. Play
continues until all the cards are gone.
Whoever has the most cards wins!

Milk Program
A reminder that our Milk Program is
up and running at Norwood. Students
can purchase milk individually for
$1.00 or can purchase a milk card for
$5.00 for 6. White or Chocolate is
available and is delivered at first break.

Remember you can
pay online at School
Cash!

Report Cards – Now What?

In February students will be bringing
home their Term One Report Card.
There is lots of information that is
included in this evaluation of student
progress. Teachers spend the first term
collecting data, observing student
learning and providing feedback to
students to help them improve. They
then spend hours writing these reports
for you, the parents and your children.
While I know that we all look to the
marks first, please take time to read
the comments as they provide a very
detailed record of learning. Included
are areas of strengths (things students
do well), areas of need (things students
didn’t do so well) and next steps
(things students can do to improve
with the help of parents).
Be sure to read the report card with
your child and discuss what it says.
Then, establish a plan for
improvement. If you have concerns
about your child’s progress, please
complete the Report Card parent
section to request an interview. Thank
you to all the parents who have
worked hard to stay on top of
homework and are in regular contact
with the classroom teacher.
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Monthly Character Trait:

Respect

Character Trait of the Month
Respect
Learning Goal
We are learning to treat others and their
belongings the way we would want ourselves
and our belongings to be treated.
Success Criteria
*I am polite, courteous and caring.
*I value myself and others.
*I treat all people with dignity and
uphold their rights.
*I protect property and our
environment.
FAST FACTS
Principal: Jeff White
Jeffery_White@kprdsb.ca
Superintendent:
Greg Ingram
705-742 - 9773
Gregory_ingram@kprdsb.ca

ext 23

ext 2010

Trustee:
Shirley Patterson
705-778 - 1202
Shirley_patterson@kprdsb.ca
School Council Chair: Laurie Strawbridge
Staff
Mrs. McMillan
Ms. Smith
Mrs. Stanley
Ms. Cutler
Mrs. Douglas
Ms Palmer
Mrs. McParlan
Mrs. Merrill
Mrs. Fioritti
Mrs. Mills
Mrs. Hill
Mr. Tattrie
Mrs. Wynne
Ms. MonCrieff/Mr. Leeder
Ms. Koller/Mme St.Pierre
Mrs. Hawkes
Mrs. Westgarth
Ms Growden
Mme St. Pierre
Ms. Bult
Mrs. Merrin
Ms. Jermey

JK/SK
ECE
JK/SK
ECE
JK/SK
ECE
1
1/2
2
2/3
3
4
4
5
5/6
6
SERT
SERT/Math Coach
French
Library/Planning
Planning
Planning

Support Staff
Mrs. Nelson
Mrs. Chamberlain
Mrs. Benjamin
Ms. Smith
Mrs. Rushlow
Ms. Pillon
Mrs. Decker
Ms. Carl

Secretary
EA
EA
EA
EA
EA
CYW
Custodian
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Family Day
February 18 is Family Day in Ontario.
For most, it means a chance to sleep in,
take a breather, or take a quick trip.
Coming at a time when many could be
getting the winter blahs, or in a less
official way, general exhaustion with
the gloomy days of winter, it’s the
perfect opportunity to recharge your
batteries.
As the title of the holiday suggests, be
sure to do something on the day (or
weekend) that includes your family.
Family day events could include:
* Tobogganing. Either at a local hill
with your own sleds or go to a
mountain and go snow tubing, skiing
or snowboarding!
*Family Nature Hike in a Wintery
forest! Try to find some animal
footprints and research who/what it
belongs to!
*Play a board game as a family.
Introduce your kids to some of the
classics you played as a kid.
*Make lunch/dinner together. Sit
together long after the meal is finished
and talk.
* Family Skate Day at the Lift locks
You can always check out the Net to
see what else you could be doing or
vacation ideas!

Kindergarten Registration
If your child will be four years of age
by December 2019, now’s the time to
register for Kindergarten starting in
September 2019! Our schools are
stimulating, caring environments with
a broad range of programs to help
students excel in learning, succeed in
life, and enrich our communities.
Visit www.kprschools.ca, and click on
School Registration to find your local
school with our online maps. See what
you need to register – such as proof of
age, proof of address and
immunization – and complete the
registration form online. Check out the
wealth of videos and tip sheets we
have to help you prepare your child for
school.
Questions? Please call our school at
705 639-5381 or call the Kawartha
Pine Ridge District School Board at 1877-741-4577. We look forward to
hearing from you!
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We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.norwoodpublic.kprdsb.ca

February 2019
Sunday

3

10

17

Monday

4 Pizza Day

With Mrs. Koller’s
Class
11 With Mrs.
Koller Class

18

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

6

Thursday

25 Pizza Day

Saturday
2

7 Wrap Day

8

9

14 Wrap Day

15

16

22

23 Legion
Speeches

With Mrs. Hawkes
class
12 Lions Vision
Screening

19 School council
Meeting

13 Lions Vision
Screening

With Mrs. Hawkes
class

Valentines Dance
JK-3 P.5
Gr. 4-6 P.6

20

21 Wrap Day

With Mrs. Hawkes
class
24

Friday
1

26

27

Gr. 4’6’s Ski Trip

With Mrs. Hawkes
class

28 Wrap Day

