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It’s May and the snow has finally left
our playground and we may actually
get some sunshine and consistent
warmer weather! Although there are
only two months left before summer
holidays, there is still a lot of learning
and activities to take place at Norwood
District.
Our May and June calendars are filling
up quickly as classes arrange for end of
the year trips, school sports, EQAO, etc.
As the year wraps up, it is important
for students to remember to do their
best at all their tasks. Students have
been reminded to “make their thinking
visible” and to go beyond the minimum
requirement to complete a task. Also,
students and parents are reminded
that our school day begins at 8:55.
Regular daily attendance is extremely
important; missing a day or part of a
day can impact on learning. Finally, all
visitors to the school are reminded to
check in at the office prior to the start
of their visit and are asked not to go to
the classrooms to drop off items or
when picking up their children.
Class excursions and end of year trips
are planned as an extension of the
learning that takes place in the

classrooms. Teachers do spend a lot of
time preparing for these trips. It is
hoped that all students attend as
learning that takes place off site will be
revisited back in the classroom. If
families are having difficulty meeting
some of the costs of these trips, please
contact your child’s teacher or Mr,
White. We believe that no child should
ever miss a trip due to money issues at
home.

We Are All Mathematicians
Mental Math Tricks
Help students improve their mental math skills
with these mental math tricks and strategies.
With these tools in their mathematical toolkit,
your students will be able to break down math
problems into manageable—and solvable—
pieces.
DECOMPOSITION
The first trick, decomposition, simply means
breaking numbers down into an expanded form
(e.g. tens and ones). This trick is useful when
learning double-digit addition, as children can
decompose the numbers and add like-numbers
together. For example:
25 + 43 = (20 + 5) + (40 + 3) = (20 + 40) + (5 +
3).
It's easy for students to see that 20 + 40 = 60 and
5 + 3 = 8, resulting in an answer of 68.
Decomposing, or breaking apart, can be used for
subtraction as well, except that the largest digit
must always remain intact. For example:
57 – 24 = (57 – 20) – 4. So, 57 – 20 = 37, and 37 –
4 = 33.

COMPENSATION
Sometimes, it’s helpful for students to round one
or more of the numbers to a number that’s easier
to work with. For example, if a student were
adding 29 + 53, he might find it easier to round
the 29 to 30, at which point he can easily see that
30 + 53 = 83. Then, he simply has to take away
the "extra" 1 (which he got from rounding 29 up)
to arrive at a final answer of 82.
Compensation can be used with subtraction, as
well. For example, when subtracting 53 – 29, the
student can round 29 up to 30: 53 – 30 = 23.
Then, the student can add the 1 from rounding
up to yield an answer of 24.
ADDING UP
Another mental math strategy for subtraction is
adding up. With this strategy, students add up to
the next ten. They then count the tens until
they reach the number from which they are
subtracting. Finally, they figure the remaining
ones.
Use the problem 87 – 36 as an example. The
student is going to add up to 87 to mentally
calculate the answer.
She can add 4 to 36 to reach 40. Then, she'll
count by tens to reach 80. So far, the student has
determined that there is a difference of 44
between 36 and 80. Now, she adds the remaining
7 ones from 87 (44 + 7 = 51) to figure out that 87
– 36 = 51.
DOUBLES
Once students learn doubles (2+2, 5+5, 8+8),
they can build on that knowledge base for mental
math. When they encounter a math problem that
is near a known doubles fact, they can simply
add the doubles and adjust.
For example, 6 + 7 is close to 6 + 6, which the
student knows equals 12. Then, all he has to do is
add the extra 1 to calculate an answer of 13.
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Upcoming Events:
Talent Show
The Norwood’s Got Talent Show will
be held on Thursday June 6th at 1:303:00. Everyone is welcome to come out
and support our talented students and
staff as they showcase their singing,
dancing, and gymnastic routines.
School BBQ/Play Day
On June 24th the school will be holding
a BBQ lunch will be provided to all
students and staff. Stay tuned for more
information and the BBQ lunch order
form!
School Sporting Event Dates
Our junior students (grades 4 – 6) will
participate in qualifying events on
Friday May 17th. Those who qualify will
be moving on to our eastern track and
field event on June 4 and some may
move on the board wide meet on June
12.
Ultimate Frisbee will be taking place
on June 10 and junior Three Pitch will
be on June 11 in Warsaw.

Yearbooks On Sale!
Remember the 2018 – 2019
school year
$25.00 – More info to come

EQAO – What’s it all about?

It’s also that time of year again – EQAO
testing for our grade 3 and 6 students.
EQAO stands for Education Quality and
Accountability Office. The standardized
testing was developed over 20 years
ago with the goal of providing
information about how our
students are doing and what we
(students, teachers and parents)
can do improve. Throughout the
school year, teachers are continuously
helping their students prepare for the

assessment. This may include
incorporating previous questions or
using the EQAO question format into
everyday work. There may be more
intense review immediately prior to
the testing in order for the students to
feel comfortable with the test. Testing
usually takes place over a two week
period of time and teachers are
required to follow strict guidelines
regarding the administration of the
tests. It is important to encourage
students show all their work,
persevere until complete and do the
best they can.
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used wisely and according to school rules.
As a general rule, these items should NOT
be at school unless used as part of a school
assignment (agreed to by the teacher) or
required by parents. Communication by
parents to students and students to parents
need to go through the office/classroom
teacher so that school staff is in the
communication loop. Taking pictures of
other students and staff while at school or
school sanctioned activities is not allowed.
The following rules apply to electronic
devices that can communicate/take
pictures (e.g. cell phones, iPod touches with
cameras, cameras, DS with camera)
When Can I Use Them?

Dress Code Reminder
As we approach spring and warmer
weather (I know that it’s on its way…
really), we again turn to acceptable clothing
for our school environment. As the
weather gets warmer, more students are
choosing to wear shorts and tees/tank tops
to school. Since school is considered a place
of business, we are reminded that all staff
and students are to dress as such.
A simple rule to follow is:
No Breasts
No Bottoms
No Bellies
When choosing shorts to wear to school, it
has been decided that if they need to be
constantly pulled down because they are
riding up too much, they should not be
worn to school. Shirts should be free of
inappropriate language/comments and
should cover the midriff, cover the chest
and straps should be at least two adult/3
student fingers wide. (No spaghetti straps
or tube tops and bra straps should be
covered by shirt straps.)
It is hoped that all students will be mindful
of these fair rules with regard to
appropriate dress. However, if students
choose not to remember these rules, they
will be asked to call home to fix the
problem or will be given something from
the office to cover up.

Cell Phones and other Digital Devices

Cell Phones, Digital Cameras and other
Personal Electronic Devices need to be

* When permission is given by the teacher.
* All devices must be powered down as
soon as the school day begins
(e.g. beginning on the bus).
* used a break times if agreed to by the
classroom teacher
Where Should I Keep Cell Phones and
Digital Cameras?
* At Home
* In my Back Pack
* With the Teacher/Principal
Consequences
* Cell Phone/Digital Camera will be taken
away
* Student will make a call home to explain
to his/her parent why they need to come
and pick up the device
* Should this continue, the cell
phone/digital camera will not be allowed at
school at all and possible suspension may
occur.

Scooters and Skateboards
A friendly reminder as bike and
scooter season is among us… If
students choose to ride
scooters or bikes to school,
they are required to lock them
at the bike rack. Skateboards
and other wheeled items will be
required to be left under the
bench in the main office. Please
remember no HEELIES.
Students are reminded that we
all need to be respectful of

these items and not take
things that do not belong to
us or damage other people’s
property.
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Monthly Character Trait:

Initiative
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Gallery in the Gym

Norwood
News

Learning Goal
We are learning to be good independent
citizens who dare to take challenges and
achieve goals.
Success Criteria
*I am eager to do what needs to be done
without being prompted by others.
*I seize opportunities and willingly take the
steps necessary toward achieving a goal.
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Please come and celebrate a
showcase of student art from
across the grades at our
"Gallery in the Gym"! Join us
on Wednesday, May 15
between 5:30 - 7 pm for this
annual event. NDPS students
have been creative all year
long and they are looking
forward to sharing some of
their art projects with
you. While you soak in the
beauty of the amazing artwork
on display, enter to win a
basket of art supplies, treat
yourself to a refreshment, and
enjoy our slideshow
documenting art-making at our
school throughout the
year. Feel free to contact
Mrs. Merrin should you have
any questions.
pamela_merrin@kprdsb.ca

We hope you can join us!

Be sure to complete our
last Math challenge
(included) and return
before the end of May for
your chance at a draw for
fabulous prizes!

PHONE
(705) 639.5381
FAX
(705) 639.5497

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.norwoodpublic.kprdsb.ca
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