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From the Office…
Welcome February - the groundhogs month to
shine! It looks like Wiarton Willie saw his
shadow so spring should be on its way! Until
spring has sprung, our yard is still covered
with snow and with that comes increased
contact towards one another. Please discuss
with your child(ren) appropriate problem
solving techniques that are acceptable and
remind them that there are always different
sides to the story. Often it is a simple
misunderstanding but the reactionary part of
us all often casts blame.
As we continue in our second term, we look
forward to not only continuing the success
we’ve achieved so far, but to the exciting
learning that is still to come.
~ Mrs. Ostapek

Dressing for the weather
During the winter season, appropriate clothing is
necessary for outside play. Winter jackets, snow pants,
hats and mitts are all valuable items that help keep our
students warm and dry as they play in the snow during
their recesses. If students are not wearing these items for
recess, they risk spending the remainder of the day in cold,
wet clothing. Parents may also wish to send extra socks
and mitts. If families are unable to purchase such items,
please let the school administration know.

Visitors need to sign in at the
office and wait for their child
there. Parents are not to be in
our hallways unless they have
an ID badge provided by the
office.
When it is snowing, raining or cold we
ask that you do not drop your child off
before 8:40am. There is no supervision
for them until 8:40am.

Kindergarten Registration
If your child will be four years of age by December
2020, now’s the time to register for Kindergarten
starting in September 2020!
Visit www.kprschools.ca, and click on School
Registration to find your local school with our online
maps. See what you need to register – such as proof of
age, proof of address and immunization – and
complete the registration form online. Check out the
wealth of videos and tip sheets we have to help you
prepare your child for school.
Questions? Please call our school at 705 639-5381 or
call the Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board at
1-877-741-4577. We look forward to hearing from
you!

THANK YOU…

Any parents who are still interested in becoming a part
of this important advisory group are encouraged to
come out and join us.
Upcoming dates:
March 10th, 4pm
Norwood Executive for 2019-2020:
Chair – Julie McLean
Vice Chair – Laurie Strawbridge
Treasurer – Becky Waldon
Secretary – Kate Webb

What does it mean to be
Scent Sensitive?
We are all familiar with the idea of “Nut Free” Schools.
For years, parents and staff have been very vigilant in
the quest for the nut free lunch due to allergies that
exist within our school population. Foods that contain
nuts or may contain nuts should not be sent in
lunches.
A relatively newer concern is scents.
Perfumes and scented products are everywhere and
have been widely used for centuries. But there is a
growing awareness that scented products can have a
negative impact on indoor air quality and personal
health. For people with certain medical conditions,
scented products can trigger serious health reactions
that can lead to illness, lost productivity, absence from
school or work.
People who react to fragrances can experience a
variety of health symptoms, ranging from mild to
severe. We ask for your help in keeping our school a
scent sensitive place for all to enjoy.

Some examples are:
Scented Hairspray,
Bounce Sheets, certain
deoderants, essential
oils and scented hand
sanitizer.
Hot Lunch on HOLD
Due to the current job action and uncertainties in
what our school weeks look like, we are putting all
hot lunch on hold. If you have ordered online Sherry
has refunded everyone’s money. Please be patient
as it may take a few days for it to show up in your ewallet.

Math Corner
Norwood Public is now on
Twitter!

We are all Mathematicians
Jennifer Hogan – Scholastic.com
Fractions can be an extremely tricky concept for many
students to understand. For the first three or four
years of elementary school, most students work with
whole numbers exclusively. Then, these strange
looking things called fractions are introduced. This
abstract concept can be very hard for some students
to grasp.

Please follow us at
NorwoodDPS

Fractions can be defined as “a part of a whole.” But I
always ask my students “a whole what?” and many
times they can’t answer me because they don’t
understand that fractions are a number, just like
whole numbers. Most of the time, fractions are
introduced by cutting and shading in pictures or
shapes and then naming that fraction. This concept is
important for understanding equal parts but it doesn’t
support the idea that fractions are numbers.

Please register with School
Messenger to get
information via text and
email.
Hello to all KPR families! This message is about the
new communication system between you and your
child’s school. As most of the school boards main
form of communication is by email and your
school’s mode of conveying important news,
updates and reminders is through text or email.
This is for parents that have not already set up
the system to receive emails and texts.
This means you will need to create a NEW account
to report your children’s absences online.
To create your account and register your children
for the automated system, please visit
studentabsence.kprdsb.ca. If you use the mobile
app, please search for SchoolMessenger (one
word) on Google Play Store or Apple App Store.
Once you have registered your child, you once
again will be able to inform the school of your
child’s upcoming absences at:
• studentabsence.kprdsb.ca
• 1-844-434-8119
• The SchoolMessenger mobile app on
your cell phone or tablet

Below are some ideas, activities, and games to play at
home to support fraction understanding and make
fractions fun!


Fractions Are Numbers — Help your child understand
that fractions are simply numbers that fall between whole
numbers. Showing a ruler or measuring tape is a great
example of “parts of a whole.” Getting children to see the
space between whole numbers is a great first step towards
understanding fractions.



Fraction War — Using a deck of cards (Ace through nine)
or digit cards play a fun game of war with fractions. Deal
the entire deck out to each player. Each player turns over
two cards and places the smaller number as the numerator
and the larger number as the denominator. Each player
reads their fraction out loud — whichever player has the
larger fraction wins that round and keeps all the cards. Play
continues until all the cards are gone. Whoever has the
most cards wins!

